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What he did not tell them was that, in the semi-
circle where the peers were to sit when the King
came to his own once more, he had felt the velvet
chairs and chosen his place in the centre. And
before he went out he had asked Laprat-Teulet
where the treasury was. This visit to the palace of
the future peers had revived his covetousness. He
repeated with heartfelt and sincere conviction :

cc We must] save France, Monsieur Lacrisse, we
must save France, and it will only be in the nick of

time/1

Lacrisse would see to that. He displayed much
confidence and affected great discretion. According
to him, everything was in readiness. They would
no doubt be forced to smash Worms-Clavelin's head
for him and perhaps do the same for two or three
more of the Dreyfusites of the department. And
he added, swallowing a piece of crystallized peach :

cc It's bound to come/'

Then Baron Wallstein spoke. He spoke at
length ; he made them realize his knowledge of
affairs; he gave them advice, and related a few
stories from Vienna which greatly amused him,
Then, in conclusion:

c< It is all very satisfactory," he said, with his
irrepressible German accent; <c it is all very satis-
factory, but you must admit that your coup at Presi-
dent Faure's funeral was a failure. If I speak like